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Report Highlights:  

On November 21, 2022, the Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) notified its draft notification F.No. 1/Standards/GMO&F/Misc/FSSAI/2018 (November 18, 

2022).  The proposed regulation relates to Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) intended for food 

use; food ingredients produced from GMOs that contain modified DNA; and food ingredients produced 

from GMOs that do not contain modified DNA, including ingredients/additives/processing aids derived 

from GMOs.  The published draft regulation is yet to be notified to the World Trade Organization 

members for comments.  The previous draft regulation on this topic notified on November 15, 2021, 

stands withdrawn (see, GAIN-INDIA-IN2021-0138-India’s FSSAI Proposes New Regulations for 

Genetically Modified or Engineered Foods). 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, 

USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government 

of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local 

rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use 

Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Edge or Explorer. Indian host sites will 

geo-block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION:  

 

On November 21, 2022, the Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) notified on its website draft notification F.No. 

1/Standards/GMO&F/Misc/FSSAI/2018 (November 18, 2022) (see, Appendix I). The draft 

regulations relate to Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) intended for food use; food 

ingredients produced from GMOs that contain modified DNA; and food ingredients produced 

from GMOs that do not contain modified DNA, including ingredients/additives/processing aids 

derived from GMOs.   

 

The proposed draft regulations require mandatory prior approval from the food authority to 

manufacture, pack, store, sell, market or distributes or import any food or food ingredients 

produced from GMOs. The food business operator must apply as per the format prescribed by 

the food authority along with necessary documents and fees. The published draft regulation is yet 

to be notified to the World Trade Organization members for comments. The previous draft 

regulation specific to this topic notified on November 15, 2021, stands withdrawn (See: GAIN-

INDIA-IN2021-0138-India’s FSSAI Proposes New Regulations for Genetically Modified or 

Engineered Foods).  

 

The draft regulations define the following: 

(i) Genetically modified (GM) food, meaning food and food ingredients composed of, or 

containing, genetically modified or genetically engineered organisms obtained 

through modern biotechnology, or food and food ingredients produced from but not 

containing genetically modified organisms obtained through modern biotechnology. 

(ii) Genetically modified or genetically engineered organisms as any living organism that 

possesses a novel combination of genetic material obtained through the use of modern 

biotechnology. 

(iii) Modern Biotechnology as application of (i) in vitro nucleic acid techniques, including 

recombinant deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and direct injection of nucleic acid into 

cells or organelles, or (ii) fusion of cells beyond the taxonomic family, that overcome 

natural physiological reproductive or recombinant barriers and that are not techniques 

used in traditional breeding and selection. 

 

The draft regulations also cover the following topics: 

 

¶ Prior approval for manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import etc., of genetically 

modified food products 

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-indias-fssai-proposes-new-regulations-genetically-modified-or-engineered-foods
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-indias-fssai-proposes-new-regulations-genetically-modified-or-engineered-foods
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/india-indias-fssai-proposes-new-regulations-genetically-modified-or-engineered-foods
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¶ Procedure for granting of prior approval 

¶ GM Food Labeling 

¶ Requirements to comply with the provisions of other regulations made under the Food 

Safety Act, 2006 

 

The full text of the FSSAI draft notification is included below and available on FSSAI’s website 

at: https://fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_Notification_GM_Food_21_11_2022.pdf 

 

APPENDIX I: DRAFT FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (GENETICALLY 

MODIFIED FOODS) REGULATIONS, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_Notification_GM_Food_21_11_2022.pdf
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


